
 
Course title:  PUBH7100 International Disease Control Priorities 
 
Course coordinator: Professor Maxine Whittaker & Dr Rushika Wijesinghe 
 
Mode:     Internal and External  
 
Course introduction: 
This course covers the assessment of disease burden by cause; prevention and control of communicable 
and non-communicable disease and injuries. Causes and control of: malaria, TB, HIV/AIDS, under-
nutrition, acute respiratory infection, diarrhoeal disease, vaccine preventable disease, cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, injuries. 
 
Course aims: 
The principal objectives of this course are to: 1. Survey of the major disease priorities in countries at 
different levels of development using epidemiological and disease burden metrics. 2. Provide an 
understanding of the ecology of health and disease in populations at different stages of development, the 
influence of environmental and socio-economic and cultural factors, and general approaches to disease 
control and health promotion through health and other services. 3. Provide an understanding of the 
causes and control of the priority conditions responsible for disease burden in high and low mortality 
countries by consideration of specific conditions. 4. On the basis of knowledge and understanding, enable 
participation in disease control and health promotion programs across a wide variety of ecological and 
development contexts. 
 
Course content: 
Specific topics include: 
1. Measurement of disease in populations and assessment of disease burden by cause in various world 
regions and in countries at different levels of development  
2. Approaches to population disease assessment and surveillance, and to the prevention and control of 
communicable and non-communicable disease and injuries in countries along the development spectrum 
3. Causes and control of major international disease priorities 
4. For individual conditions, examination of: 
 

(a) biology and natural history of disease  
(b) epidemiology 
(c) entomology and vector biology where relevant  
(d) social, economic and cultural factors 
(e) structured strategies and interventions and strategies for control  
(f) control programs in health and other services. 

 
Method of assessment:  
A written assignment and a group presentation. 
 
Recommended texts:  
Cook G & Zumla A. (2005) Manson’s Tropical Diseases. 21st Ed. London: Elsevier. 
Jamison D, et al (eds.). (2006) Disease Control Priorities in Developing Countries. 2nd Ed. New York: 

Oxford University Press for The World Bank. 
Lopez A, Mathers C, Ezzati M, Jamison D, & Murray C. (2006) Global Burden of Disease and Risk 

Factors. Oxford University Press and World Bank. 
Merson M, Black R & Mills A. (2001) International Public Health: Diseases, Programs, Systems and 

Policies. Maryland: Aspen Publishers Inc 
 
Required resources: 
Online Blackboard site: This provides an interactive environment for you and teachers. Reliable and 
regular access to the Internet is required. 
 
Further details are provided in the Course Profile 
http://www.uq.edu.au/study/course.html?course_code=PUBH7100 
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